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Human face. Body of a wild beast. 
Horns alop his head lke the trunks of massive trees, 
For whal reason did the humans take his Ife? 


‘The human population was large. 
Much of the primeval forest had been cut. 
Here and there, bits and pieces of the forest remalned, 
defying the humans" allempl 1o penetrate I, 


“These wooded refilges were protected by giant and godlike beasts, 
animals of the forest, witd boars and wolves, 
who would give their very es to preserve the ancien! forest 
They were the raging gods of the forest who attacked the humans 
who invaded thelr sanctuary. 
They revered the Forest Spit, 
‘They did as he commanded. 


The clan called the Tatara were makers of trom, 
sand it was the Tatara who fought baile after savage battle 
with the raging gods of the forest. 


“Their leader was 2 woman, Lady Eboshl. 
Her lleulenants Gonza, Tokl, and Kohrokit ded Lady Ebosh's biddiag, 


‘And the snysterious monk. liga, who ls sworn 
lo defeal the Forest Spit. 
Whose ally was he really.? 


Okkolo, Mora, plan! white woll, and Nago are the fores! gods 
wha follow the Fores! Spirit 
fand the tiny tree spits called kodama), 


The girl San was bom & human, 
Bul she was ralsed by Moro 
to be Princess Mononoke, the Spirit Princess 
‘She loathed the humans who invaded the forest, 
and she Sough! to protect the sacred sanctuaries 
by llling the Invaders 


‘An orphaned youth. Ashitaka, a warrior of astonishing sill, 
Joins the final baile between the Tatara and the raging forest gods. 
His arm bears a twisted scar: the spell ofa strange curse 
that is slowly Liling film. 

His scarch for a way to break the spell 
has led him to the camp of the Tatara. 


Ashitaka and San meet 
Inthe midst of the carnage and chaos ofthe battlefield! 
Fighting on opposite sides. 

‘What hope could there be for feellags of lave born of 2 place 
steeped In hatred and killing? 


In the weaving, of this eple tapestry. 
hich current will prove sironge:— 
the batlle for the forest hetween human and beast 
or 
the love between warior and princess? 


Princess Mononoke 
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Tho trem! 19 of the taut bow 
ur hosrt gleome in the light of the moon 


The beeuty of the heen-edged blede 

Your profits like the'tip of the eword 
1088 who know your trutyreart hidden in 
your sndnoes and ong) 


Are only the ems! iy of tha forest 
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A tale hidden In the gre: 


1d EDurege one 
Ned Arhitek: 


Tholigh cruel fate toyed with him 
Goeply he loved people end the forest... 


Ar horeh tiv 


How cloer wore his eyes... 


tho tole people who 


dwolled in the mountalos 
‘over end over to thelr children 


Be like Ashitoke 
Live like Ashiteko.— 


= 


nemetaas In history, who lived Inen 
geren 


outh 
How vei ine 
Wes the vi 


~~ 


- 


The People Who 


When this inland wax covarad 
In the far astern Land 


ey ware graceful and beautiful 
pla revared tha geds of tha forast and 
tened to tha breath of tha forest 

thay mada songs ef tha ferest’s velce 


an 8 power the humans called god aurg 
‘Tha people reselutely fe: 


a thay have been epy 
aaere 


form ef the animat 
ngth whan facod 
with Its anger 
it mustn't be appresched; 
it mustn't ba restrained 
Wa can enly held eur breaths and 
wait for it te pasx by 


Yeu wretched eld ged 
1f foould, I would like to give you 


Wolf Goddess Moro 


‘The wolf goddess is © eurvivor fr 
world 
Her bristly silver heir ond two tiie the 
foint signs pode 
Moro ie thé-countorpert‘ot nature that exists de 
inunid fe » mirror of the world 
Despair ie the tram essunce of Ife 
Morcilesanens itthe true chorecter ot lite 
Hor gentleness ie the gontlenese 
af life itself 


What ie more, 
she husteemod hatred from bumene 


Lady Eboshi 


A heart of steel that fers no ow 
An tatenss will sympathy for the vulnereDie, 
unspering towerd enomies 
‘Tho nopo of her neck white, her orme elomdor, 
she oxudes powor 
A proceeds without wevering 
Jong the path 
WBE chosen for horsolf 
ttracting the revorence 
of her underlings 
‘You gaze for Into the distance 
Are your eyee looking into the future? 
Or ere you gazing even naw into the hi 
thet you Baw in the part? ... 


KodamatTree Spirits 


Just whan they stamed to sppuar 

Thoy titterod in Imighter and hava elrendy diaappeared 
Just whnn thoy seemed to bn walking nt my feet 

Thoy wore nlrendy in the dushinwes far away, laughing 


Whon spohan to, they run off in shyness 
Whan ignorsd, they coma closs 


You small children, childron of the forest 
Ah, to you this forest thet you inhabit Is so full of fun 


Yakul 


Noble, groat rod alh 
Descandnnt of a specine hreded for uxtinction 
Your hooves hive no foar of stesp nlopes 
‘You dart through tha mountains like « flitting bird 


My dear old friend for whom | yearn 
Loyal bewst 
Your coat of fur ix glossy 
Your gaze ie as warm #5 2 mother’s 


Coma, let us go togather to tha ends of tha garth 


The Forest of the Deer God 
. Forest Spirit 


Tha forest that has esisted eincs the world was born 
In this world of daep shadows filled with the arsonce: 
of all crection 
Lve creatures that have become extinct In thn human world 
A forast whore the Dour God still dwnlls 
A wondrous heast with antters ike branches, 
n stirring humo face, 
Aad the body of s dam 
Dying with tho moon and reviving with 
‘tho mew crescent’moon 
Hoving tha memory of when the forest wes born and 
the:pure haart of an Infant 
A brutal and besutiful Forest Spi 
that presides over Iifs and death 


tn the pleces touched by Its hooves 
Graeses put forth shoote, trees breatha life anew 
Wounded animals regain thatr strength 
In tha places reschad by its hrexth 
Death comes offoytleasly, the grasses wither 
‘ross dacay, animets die 


The foreat wherd'tha Forest Spirit tives le world whera life 
glistane and sparkles 


It tz a forest that denies entry to humans 
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The Battle Between Humans 
and Ferocious Gods 


Hayao Miyazaki 
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The Curse of the Demon Spirit 


A demon spitit attacks the hidden village of the 
Emishi clan in northeast Japan. Ashitaka, the 
last prince of the Emish/ tribe, kills the demon 
with his bow to protect the village. This act 
brings a life-threatening curse upon Ashitaka, 
and an ominous red scar appears on his nght 
arm. The young warrior embarks on a journey 
westward to find a way to lift the curse. 


Poems/Hayan Miyazaki... 
The Battle Between Humans and Ferocious Gods/Hayao Miyazaki 
The Art ol Princess MONONOKE... rman 
‘The Curse of the Demon Spitit.. 
‘The Tatara lronworking Clan.. 
‘Tho Forest of the: 
‘The Clash Between Humanity and Ine Forest Gods. 
CG: All Abou! Digitol Imaging .... 
Hayao Miyazaki Layout Collection su 


About This Book 


Thus collectron of concept sketches, concept art, backgrounds, 
and cel art follows the story of the animated film Princess 
Mononoke, written and directed by Hayao Miyazaki. All concep) 
sketches are by Miyazaki; concept art Is by Nizou Yamamoto, 
Naoya Tanaka, Yoit Takeshige, Satoshi Kuroda, and Kazuo Oga, 
Miyazaki's storyboards and story skelches along with character 
designs by supervising animatot Masashi Ando have also been 
included to aid story continuity. Some cel drawings have not 
been image processed and may appeat dilferent from images 15 
the completed film. 


IPL) Storyboard (een nt rendered n fm] [PPA-7] Opening set of the cloud shrouded mountains = Backround 2 
PPA] Opening shot al the prin been fret = Backgraand art }PPS4-15] Faves of te Deer Gor = Cancept at 
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Mountain Village in the Northeast 


Mies 
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The Demon Spirit Attacks 


‘Tha enraged ernon emerges rm ie ors = Slonears 


At the Emishi Village 


Ashitaka’s Departure 


The Ox Caravan Pushes Through 
the Rain 


The Encounter with San 
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Through the Evergreen Forest 


The Tatara Ironworking Clan 


Ashitaka meets Lady Eboshi, the leader of |ron 
Town, who has been waging war aver the forest 
against San and the vengeful animal gods. Eboshi 
‘seeks to cut down the forest for humanity, while 
‘San wants to protect it. Ashitaka also learns that 
Eboshi’s rifle bullet turned the boar god into a 
Monstrous demon. San attacks Iron Town soon after. 


{Left A keds = Pelinary concep teh 
Right An zeal view offen Town tn the, the 
lw site oa Laka = Plein content ac 


The Flaming ironworks 


Lady Eboshi and the Tatara 
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Princess Mononoke’s Night Raid 
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The Forest of the Deer God 
(Forest Spirit) 


Though San hates humans, she is unable to kill 
the gravely wounded Ashitaka, She carries him 
to the pool of the Forest Spirit and leaves his 
fate to the Forest Spirit presiding over life and 
death. After the Forest Spirit breathes life back 
into Ashitaka, the warrior agonizes over whether 
to side with the humans or to save San. Is there 
no way to stop the fighting between the forest 
and humanity? 


(Watt) Kodama vaung «1 9 tne = Prebonary concept 
‘Sich ght The Ferest Sut, an are wl that bestows 
ad taki ay We = Concent sieleh 
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To the Forest of the Deer God (Forest Spirit) 


Kodama Tree Spirits 


At the Pool of the Forest Spirit 


The Nightwalker 


The Forest Spirit and Ashitaka 
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The Vengeful Boar God 


Moro’s Cave 
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Clash Between Humanity 


and the Forest Gods 


The time for the final battle has come. The gruesome clash 
between San and the vengeful boar gods versus Eboshi and 
the humens exacts heavy tolls from both sides. Lord Okkoto 
Is shot, turning him into demon, and swallows San into 
his tendrils. Ashitaka risks his Iife to find San and save her. 
Meanwhile, Jigo and Ebosh) join forces to cut off the head of 
the Forest Spirit. The story races toward a chaotic climax. 


Vet] A kodama = Praiminary enocapt 
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The Final Battle Begins 


Two Battlegrounds 


Te lets Lacy Eboshi ats wien pep oe ttle aunt te a 
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The Bloodbath 


The Bloodstained Forest 
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San and Ashitaka Reunite 


The Dying Forest 


The End of Chaos 


om night Ashita tls Seo, “YaNl and | wl 
hich San nets = Cal at [P166} New plants 
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All About Digital Imaging 


Although Ghibli has selectively used CG in the 
past, Princess Mononoke marks the first time 
the studio has implemented and used digital 
technology down to the smallest detail. How 
were the CG images created? This chapter 
outlines the digital imaging process, based 
on conversations with the CG staff. 
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Integrating CG Without Leoking Like C@ 
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J Three-Dimensional Expression Made Possible by CG 
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© CG (Computer Graphics) 
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CG Technology Used for Many Scenes @ Morphing 
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Multilayer 
Compositing 


High-Quality Digital Compositing 


Compositing Countless Layers 
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Digitally Removing the Digital Qualities 
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Digital Ink and Paint: A First Endeavor 
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Hayao Miyazaki Layout Collectio 


Collected here are the layouts (@ kind of blueprint with spectfic 
instructions regarding shot composition) Miyazaki created for the last 
sequence of the film. Although it is typically the job of key animators to 
draw the layouts based on the storyboards, Miyazaki drew the layouts 
himself due to some last-minute changes in the story. 


(Some shots feature two seperate panels indicating instructions for character and 
background, Character skelches diawn by key animators nave atso baea inctuded.) 
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Production Diary August 1994 -June 17, 1997 
By Kazuyoshi Tanaka (Production Desk) 
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